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Executive 

HIE 

.i.mpLementi.nq the State Environ~ental Po1i Act in King County
 

the adoption of a county environmental policy
 

provision of procedures of determining and considering
 

ronmental impact of actions taken the countY7 1l 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance No. Of the 

has developed and proposed the procedures con t aa nad 

relating to his revim'l functions un 1700 

State Environmental Policy Act of 1971 (SEPAJ; 

NON, THEREFORE, BE IT !'10VED by the Counci J (;'If 

II : 

(1) shment of Executive committee. 'LlElt'e 

established in the office of the County Execut1ve a 

to be known as the "County Envi Ir,lpact 

"	 (hereinafter referred to as the "Committee"), con­

e di "rC:f""J~"r",....following members, or 

e commllnity and Environmental Development 

of the Pub Works Trnnspor 

rE~ctor the le-King Coun ''''''''''' ... t-'''~nt of P 

tor 
" 

of P .Ld.UUJ.U':J ;lrt;lle 

I 

MOTION NO. 1.335 
A r~O'I'ION ._ certnin the 
County Executive relati to the Exe 's 
l:'eview functions Ordinance 1700 and the 
State Environmental icy Act. 

~vIIERr~AS, the County Council passed coun 

approved Ordinance No: 1700, "an ordinance 
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.....h..J 

who 1 chairman. Prosecuting Attorney, or s 

designee, shall as counsel Commi, 

The Committee 11 ass t County cutive in 

the implement.ation s rvision 1 0 SEPA 

within King County and shall o have the snecJfic ibil­

ities delegated and enumerated herein. It shall not 

function the Commi.ttee to make stantive ions of 

or disapproval on projects, lications other 

actions which are the subject the Ordinance 1700 SEPl\ 

requirements. 

(2) Procedures of ttee. The 

Corunittee shall meet at such times as the chairMan of 

committee, any two members of the Committee, or the 

Executive shall request or at such other times as provided 

herein. Comnittee shall utilize as its cleric and 

professional staff designated personnel from each 's 

respective department. 

The Committee I act maj vote. Three 

members shall constitute a quorum. Each ng 

chairman, shall have one vote. In the event that is no 

majority vote among the members of the Committee present, the 

tion shall be submitted to the County Executive. Meetings 

may De convened upon oral notice. 

(3) Le~d agencx. In case uncertainty as to 

which county department, if any, the "lead agency" pursuant 

to Section 2(b) of Ordinance 1700, Committee 1 cons 

the matter and make the designation. 

- 2 ­-. 
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(4 ) • •• A. 'H< ~ po.,." i1 t ions () ronrnenti"ll fi··----.-.",--,""'-"-"'-"--"-_."-',._,."""._.,-_('..,,. 

cance notices every determin r-onmo n t.aI s i'.}ni 

cance, on an action by is pursuant to Section 3 

1700, 11 t subnit to 

of Cornmit:tec or s ignce for ow: P t 

notice not in the case types of actions 

the member indicated are unnecess to review of 

or because his prior cansu tian. 

I..-UHUli~ ttee shall cons ev such nations 

5ig.nifLcance case in wh Lch one or more ers of 

Committee, inc the member made the i tial determinat 

requests such a review. Members of the pUblic vate 

aggrieved determination of s and 

interested non-county agencies may so Committee""'~~'t.,~~t 

of the commd ttee' to s determinations of 

s ficance where a written request is made, within ten (10) 

s of the public announcement of such , s 

statement of reasons for reversing such termination: Provi 

or any 

'rhat is no auch public appe.al to the \-vmm... ttee for those 

rement of a lieactions are subject to the 

hearing and include the opportuni for appeal ject 

action to the county cClunc.ll or board of appealS such as 

zoning aCl:.~onn and conditional use permits. The Co~mit may 

concur in or reverse the dete ion of'significance or 

I..-UmlllJ..ttee require informat 

determination No shall vote on a termina 

In the case of 

appli pri persons non-county agencies, the 

rev determinations ronmental signif all 

of significance made thin his own 

- 3 ­
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a manner consistent with the time 1 ts1 

1700. The determination of environ­

icance by the responsible off 

2 

11 be final,3
 

4 review the Committee is obtained as
 herein, in
 

5 case the decision of the Committee s 11 be the final
 

6 II determination.
 

7 (5) Periodic review of categorical determinations.
 

8 liThe Committee shall, pursuant to Section 9(e) of Ordinance 1700,
 

9 a review of the categorical determinations of significance
 

10 one year of their initial approval by the 

11 IICounty Council and at such times thereafter as the Committee 

12 IIdetermines appropriate. The County Council must approve all 

13 II additions, deletions or modifications of the categorical 

14 II determinations of significance. 

15 (6) Redeterminations of environmental significance. 

16 IIIn every case described in Section lOeb) of Ordinance 1700, where 

17 lIa declaration of no significant impact is initially prepared and 

18 Ilsubsequently a redetermination made to prepare an environmental 

19 lIimpact statement, the Committee shall consider and review such 

20 Ilredeterminations of significance when requested as provided in 

21 II Paragraph (4) above. The responsible official making such a re­

22 IIdetermination shall give written notice of the redetermination 

23 lIand the grounds for such redetermination to the private applicant 

24 II or non-county agency applicant, if the action involves such an 

25 llapplicant. Prior to reviewing the redetermination, the Committee 

26 IIshall give the applicant fifteen (15) days to submit to the 

IlCommittee written comment objecting to such redetermination. 

28 IlCornmittee may concur in or reverse the redetermination of 

significance or require further information in of the re­
0, 

r~~ No member shall vote on a
 

signi£
 

"',i ....; 

his own de~artment. 

33 - 4 ­
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of 

or siqnificant 

responsib 

by private 

an extens 

icat 

to Committee 

tude or the area af 

actions, involvinq 

(7) 

ts provided in Section 7(f) of Ordinance 1700 for the 

non-county agencies, that are unusually la 

terms of 

t 

For 

official may 

4 

5 

6 

1 

2 

3 

ject in \"1ri ting to the Coromi ttce prior to 

r es.porrs a.b 1 

t for 

11 have 

cation, to 

decision. 

cause all 

such extension, for good cause, in increments 

ify in writing the 

notify the applicant. The applicant 

(5) days, from the receipt of 

ion of an environmental impact statement. 

tat 

extension 

official shall 

of thirty (30) days. No member shall vote on a 

Committee 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

13 

14 II made wi thin his own department. 

(8) Failure of informat15 

16 responSible official who refuses to process cons 

Any 

17 IIn-mnlicL'l of a private person or non-county agency for lure 

18 to submit information required of the applicant pursuant to 

19 Section 11 of Ordinance 1700 shall provide such 

to process and consider the application. The Committee 

cial's act 

for 

to s 

e'\:l fand approve or disapprove. Prior to making its 

the Committee with a written notice stating the 

refus 

Committee shall give the applicant fifteen (IS) 

shall consider and review the responsible 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2S lito the ComMittee written comment objecting to the respons Ie 

" 
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maI I to the Lca n t . 'I'IH;~ decision Comm i t tee or, where 

required, the County Executive, shall be final unless within 

nty (20) days of receiving the written is the t 

files a written appeal and statement of the reasons for the 

appeal with the King County Board of Appeals. 

(9) County review of non-county impact statements. 

The director of the Budget Program Planning Department or his 

designee shall act as the county cle nghouse to coordinate 

the distribution and review, pursuant to section 12 of Ordinance 

1700, of environmental impact statements prepared by non-county 

agencies. The jurisdiction by law or special expertise of 

county departments with respect to the environmental impact 

involved in projects and activities reviewed by the county 

includes those types of environmental impact set forth in the 

attached "AppendiX A". The review by county departments should 

not be duplicative. 

(10) Delegation of duties by responsible county 

officials. The duties of responsible county officials under 

Ordinance 1700, including the duty to make determinations of 

environmental significance, prepare declarations of no signifi­

cant impact, and prepare environmental impact statements, shall 

" 

- 6 ­
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1
 be de ted designated of divis thin the
 

2
 respons official's de nt in those cases where the
 

3
 responsible of,t'icial dete nes such dele ion is 

<1 reasonable and consistent th responsibilities such 

5
 division head. 

6
 

7
 

8
 19
 

9
 

PASSED this ~ day of 

KING COUNTY COUKCIL 
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

11
 

VI~·· ~ 12
 

13
 

ATTEST:
 

16
 c'fi~tt·~ 
17
 

18
 

19
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APPENDIX A 

County departments :jurisdiction law or 

res to f o Ll.owL s of ronmental 

(l) Commun i, and Environmental Development Department: 

(i) 

(ii) 

( i) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

( ) 

(x) 

(xi) 

(xi.L) 

(xiii) 

(xiv) 

uses of land ricu , housing, 
comnerce, try, recre 
pUblic buildings, space~ 

transportation and traffic; 

public ces and utilities; 

line floodplain lopment; 

capital improvement; 

excavation ree ; 

waste discharge in water courses; 

wildlife; 

vegeta tion; 

structural safety; 

fire hazards; 

grading; 

aesthetics; 

housing. 

(2) Public l'lorks Department: 

(1) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

transportation and c; 

sewer and water systems; 

flood control; 

s drainage 

river and stream 

pUblic services 

solid w~s . 

- 8 ­

erosion; 

regulation; 

lities; 
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(3) Seattle..Kl.ng County of lie 

(i) sewer and water systems; 

(ii) solid waste and sanitary fills; 

(iii) waster discharge; 

(iv) water quality; 

(v) air pollution; 

(vi) milk, meat and food production; 

(vii) pesticides; 

(viii) toxic minerals; 

(ix) hazardous substances; 

(x) noise 

(xi) odors; 

(xii) other matters of public health. 

(4) Budget Program Planning Department: 

(1) uses of land; 

(ii) capital improvements; 

(iii) transportation and traffic. 

(5) Department of Executive Administration: 

(i) utilities installations; 

(ii) management of county property; 

(iii) business licenses. 
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